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Seven Steps toiBacka%iQ;ng Thuets Spv (5

- /-’—é""?ﬁ
Text: "Put he began to curse and to swear, saying,
I know not this man of whom ye speak“(Mark 14 71).

Intro: Backsliding is a process. Eve, first"saw"
then "desired", then "took".

S50 we may trace Peter's fall ster by step. Let us
examine our own hearts in the light of the tragic
evente in Peter's downward descent.

I. Step one: (pcoc
a. Self-confidence. Reter said, "although all
should e offended yet will not I" (v.29)

II. Ster two:

A. Boasting. "If I should die with thee, I
will not deny thee, in any wise" (V.31). "So said
they all, but Peter spake the more vehemently."

ILLL. Step Theee. o<~

A. Unwatchfulneses, He said unto Peter, "Simon,
sleepest thou" (V. 37). Sleepy souls are easy
marks for Saton's temptations,

IV. Shame. "Peter followed him afar off"(V. 54)

A. Christ was now less popular with the croud,
Peter follos but not near enough to be identified
with Him. Ashamed to bear the reproach of Christ.

- V. Btep five: S :

A. Wordliness, Peter sat with the ser vants, and
warmed himself at the fire (V.5 ). After falling
out of ster with Christ, it mow becomes natural to
"Warm" at the fire of the "world."

VI. Step six

A, Denial. The natural consequence of self
confidence, voasting, lethargy, and worldliness is
"Denial."
The world and the Devil will surely put the pressure
on. and fore you to confess or deny Christ,

VII. Step Seven:

"Hebpegin to curse and to swear, saying, I know
mt thie man."Packto the old life return to the house
that is now swept and garnished. the devils return.



Conclusion; The cure for b acksliding.
He went: out and wept bitterly.
-Repentence and confession.
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The odd’ year is almost past and-soon we will begin a new
year. T sometinies think-of when I used-to hand out report can
to theskids in- schoolerSome studdsts had domne very well and o
cOthers had failed. I often fold theones that had-failed not
to despaie you cannot change what 'you have already kave done |
bub -now you have the chance to make good before the next

- report card:is made. Oute We ieannot- change the past year *
_but by Gods-grace we canimaks this the best year of our
Eives. tuoe 5 S B e i el e T SR SIS

The apostle Paul has a seripture for us this morning:
Philippians 3:10-14" That I may know Him, -and the power-

of his resurreetion, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being make. comformable unto his death; if by-any means I mig
might attain unto the resurreétion Bf the dead. Not as
though I had already attained; either were already °
perfect: but I follow after,. If -that. I may apprehend

that for wich alse I-am apprehended: of .~ Christ Jesys.
Breathren, .I count .not myself to have appremhendeds. .

but this one thing I do, forgetting those things whieh -

Z;e %@gg@d, %ﬁg :eac%;ng,ﬂgrtﬁ;unto,thpse things whieh:

€ oetore, 1 press toward the.mark £

Pf the Righ calling of God in. Christ Sisiiim‘"e ####%

Verse-l3 says.''Forgebbing those thidgs mhich-are pehind
In order for us to be at our best for God thers.are -
semethings we must forgets. ARTENNM e ST
“gagat ot 1T e Rocd to Torsebdniusticensdons 0 daa.
We may have Been mistreated and falsely accused:but just
‘remember Jesus was too and we are not greater than our- -
Lepduaio Dot e NS e T et Bee 5
He settan example for us by going about everywhere doing gad
in spite of HiS many enecmies, He said "Love your ‘ememies

do pood to thelthayr hate you and deSpitefully use you.!"

Hec sende”the rain on the just and the unjust. “d

What a wonderful example for us to follow. aé“Chfiéﬁjaéyf

workers we have to eXpect persecutions..Jesus said =~
< "A1T that live Godly in Christ Jesus shall sufferios —s.
perseeution." We all Iike t& have all man:speak well of -

us’ but. know matter how gocd you are there will bs some
R N L B2 12 Jamiine, b coape Sy

accuse the brethern day and nmight - e
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Let us.follow the example of Jesus who wmwan when hanging

~-on-the cross saved a poor thief hangdng beside Him. ... |
The, apostle Paul had a wonderful spirit of forgitting |

wrongs done to him and reaching out to the needs of othhrs.

Some people say well I-wildk forgive but Iréan't forget

We, remember:-what we:dwell on in ourrmindsThere aré'sbmej !

~things that may be hard for: us-to understand ‘and it may |
- bake :some .effort on.ouripart-to-forget, buf’is basd be-done
- by-Gods. grace ‘to thesextent that it dossn: 't bothet s aty |
more-and We-don't/ waste ‘timedsand erdergy mulling over it '
in our mind. The.faet-of the:matter is we must’ forgive and
forget if.we want to have & heéalthy mind,®spirit and body.
Harboring injustices and grudges brings about self = .
destruction. -

h’\——\_’—\ y ;
o8 Sy Srid cath o et fder &
We_need to forge

irself, The Devil -

e SRR T R el P oriv.for o IS¢
harps.on,this tune aIl thé-time. Like a SGhE™We hoard
 Several years ago; "'Sdmgime dne: OSe” some”one done’

somebody. wrong sor s";;Feéling"sorry'fér'yﬁﬁr?éé"“hég”ff
wrecked more homes and ¢hurches than anything T know of."
Not only that but it makes the pérsot who feelf sorry. »
very suhappy-and depressed. If we will think of the needs
of othees more we will Hayé‘less'timertoipity,purselYes,

&l . € ‘ s

We.need to forget past’ £ailyres Iﬁs*§:§xﬁg'we,léarn 7 'g(
Ey&oumafailuresgfbuﬁ;Weﬂcgnfalsp be defeated. by our ',éLiZéj
failures. Many great mén and women have had lots of 2

failures but have not let them get. them down. Themas. % ?L“LA

Edisomn while working to make an slectric light bulb

filiment that would not burn outfguick1 ?$ried a thousand

different materials before he found the right substance."

One”of the men who worked with him asked him why he

didn't {guit, he said well T have tried all these things: that

haven't 'worked so now we: are closer to seceeding than

we were when we started. fis secrgf for sucesss-iwas;

Lobs of=hard“Wotk-and.-courage. to not give.upe e ek
Some ‘things about this past year.may have seemed to you

a coiplets’loss but bemozrow will be 2 new day and a new
year. Jeplnt oof Al X ;
“W o' ,' ; 3 ‘ A diwr{ib(t‘,_ f e J " 2 P
v e e R N et O C? a ; 1, esus. S@id‘ma\l f,imes
“not.: Retember if Co . iV :

frar be for us, who can be against
; e Pl i - -against
us'sc There 1s[nothing‘tq'fqar if Godfis.on+0ur sidgr\and?*
we know He is on'our side 1if we love and obey Hinmi -
Roubt and fear brlngs)uhbelief=aﬁd~uﬁbelief’ﬁfings .

[ ¢




ai® to his disciples, Why are ye so fearful,—

- o *'*ﬁi?ﬁﬁmﬁﬁy“‘have 1ol (£ al B~ 5T50 Said " thout
Faith it 1s TNPOSSIDIE o please God« We ‘ean be'rydrvis U

parallzed by fear that it %1 poss'ble'to orgspr
injoy llle aka l 7%%,;%$£%¢3§”* bt Ayl At

ol AT o

‘There 15~s@meth1ng(elsé/ aul BrlngS‘out 1n'this paésagé i
'@f 8"6Ti’ptiixte ln vs}me L he cays L kalh e o ik :
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on; Tike the song “I'm pressing on the upword way, new
hights I'm gaining every day. still praying as I onword
bound, Lord plant my feet on highér ground. My soul

has no desire to stay, where doubts arise and fears

dlsmay, tho some may dwell where these abound, my prayer my
aim is higher eround. Lord 1ift me up and et me 'stand,

by faith on heavens table land, a hlthr plain 'than T

have found, Lord plant my fnet on higher ground."

Thers are séveral ways we need to keep pressinp on
toword the Glory land. , G225
ile.nsed.to press on in g ithe in 1987 our
faith should be stronger than in 19@?' Lets keep pressing
on and belleVe God for faibh; brlngs the V1ctory.'"Thls

# We-necd to press on din love and dgvotlo In the 13th
ch. of I Cor. Paul writes, about many thlﬂéE%HEE—Wlll

fail but he says Lewe.never fgileth. We may not have as
mach natureal ability as other peopils, have, but we all

can show love to God and others, Real love Kor others .

is what has the best results in winning others to the,

Lord, without real love we are sounding brass or a tlnkllng
svmbol In order to have this Godly love we m spend

time in prayer and madifation with the Lord, Only God
can help us to love others as we should. :

13 et ,ant tQ~E§ﬁE&QE“We shoqlghkg$p pra&szzg;
~gn_ls;1n greafer sacrifice for the Lor -

Remans CH. 12 says.We.axe.lO.present. our bodles a 11v1ng
sacr1f1ca wholly acceptable unto God which is our reasonable
%nglce. Howmuel"HaVe we raaly Sacrificed ror the Torg
thls past year. So many prople want God to do great things

th but
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