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Owensboro Southside 9-21-86

bede [T 7
- CHOIGES -DETERMINE. DESTINTES - <* % sni'cl

s This amorning I :am:thinking 'of ‘three wordss Choices :
Determine Destinies. Life. is -full-of Ghoices, Young peepLE
are faced with o.m any decisions; especialy in bhslo =id
teen .years -on. to -about -age 25. -What: to :do{afte'r‘ OU =ewog
High School?, Should.I.get ‘a-joby or-should:T gG 61T
College? Should I get married now? “Ts-this thetons. = < -
I should marry? What kind-of -work-should:T ehgose?r -
Should I:be a.Christion? :These are-just a-few 6f thec
major choices that. may affect -your whole life for
better or.for worse. - Sangatdeied Ledar” oAl s 7
Now the bif question is_, How.can I be-sure T cc =
am making the, right. 2ho1ee S nn autimes ~Idmadonis
In‘the Bible:the Book of -Rubh. is named after .a
young Moabitish girl who had lost-her husband. She -
and-her sister Orphh had married drothers, songrof wiiectk
two Jewish imagrants, Elimelech and Naomi. Elimelieh ™ =i«
died -and the -two..sens. died also. Naomi decided - s il
to retuen back -to her homelard and kinfolkss «*
‘Ruth said, Intreat-mme.not to-leave thee.or to
reburn from following after thee for whethem thow -
goest, T'will go; and whree thou lodgest, T.will. -~ --.
lodge s thy people _shall 5e,fm3‘r, people, and thy God ~2c7 ¢
my God. Where thou 'diest will I die, and thers will -
I be Buried; the lord do .so to-me,- and more-also, - =~

= 3 3O

R~

if ought but death part thee and me. -

Orpah made the choice to ﬁr:etur‘n to her: people; back <
to the old gods and no. more mention is made: of. heyc oo

Boaz, a rich land owner, said to Ruth, It hath ¥ully ' -
been showed me; a1l that thou hast-done.- anto-thy mother
0 = law since the death of thine husbarg ;-and how -
thou hast left thy father 'ard thy mother, and the -
land of thy natinity and art come unto a people which -
thou knewest: not heretofroe.” The- lord 'ée"coini)enéeg o
thy work and a full reward be given thee of the o
06 et o1 1273 Weer Whose wings thom st ocme -

They wereiniarriedband ool FopEaEnga oo Sooroion o
for the chotes $he had“malte. Ruth »andybézgiagggfijaher
child named Obed-and<obed had a chs o e
Jessie had -child:named David who bopoe rood dessis-
Jesus Christ was ‘born ofi't‘h‘e “hous g



= i

She became the great grandmother of King David and
was in the linage of Christ the Saviour of the World.

Ruth fand oriha both liad ‘the ‘same ‘choice ﬁe make but L

Orpha went bakk to hever Be heard of again. ‘Back ' ta

the old ‘Ways and worthless gods: Eaeh oné ‘of s has ther*
power to make choices that will ‘determine Bré’ destiniesg'

Our life is likéraone way road there até’ Wbrks 1n
the road but you eannot ‘“tufn’ érdund and go back ;
You can't live yeaterday-over.c - -
One good thing is'there &ré 'sipgns along the' hlgh~_ft
way of 1life which plainly mark the right ‘way ‘and ‘the |
wrong way. The Bible, Christian Mothers and Fathers,,
Churches with'devoted Ministers, ‘Téachérs .and workers

'\'"

who are constantly on the alert to a&V1se you the rignt '

way to go. ol £ ”‘”
The choiceés ‘we Maké" Zhnly effect our eternal

destiny but rthe destlnies our child:
ckildren et 7Jt¥2é%zp

Tllust. Father taking big Steps in $hé’ snow “and hisr
son following Hims -

Some Dads "aré 1eadiné thet@ Sors to the House of Gad{‘

Some to the lbguer store, ‘Some Mothers are leading
their daughters in' ‘Virtuous ¢lean pure. A1ives. Others
are leading them in impurlfy, shame, and, to the
abortidd 'elintes ¢ ¢
Onie of. ‘the greatest leaders of all timecwaSrMbses;
He was adopt8d by PharOahs daughter Ain Egypt. and ecould-
have been the rext kirg. But he made a choice that
effected the 1ives" of mlllions of his own. people.

He chose' to'stuiffer afflictlon With.the people ofeic:le riee
Fod-than to enjov thé pleasures of  sin for:a.season. -

He chose'to bé”a sheephear r. on the.back side of:thé v
desert for L0 Fears rather Ehag to sejeet- God- and” his
peopléstds @ Tesult he“Was the man God-chose tor lead i
his pecplef””’natlon of slaVes to. Bresdom; b

About 60°years aj o a ycung,Mexican oy mamed - ©
Francisco Saltard came to California to attend the
Pilgrim Holiness Bible school at Pasadena:~Whilae'
there hecfelt! deinlnativ 1ead of ;the Lord “tocpétiin’
to Mexico and preacq t6 .his people. Heimarfidd a 4
young, girlk -from'KatiSas and together they wént to

his homelands They beéan thelr work fonGod ein Jg L7V @

house they rented. God bidssad " them to win thousands
of Mexican prople to Him. Two BiPdgSchools were




opened ‘and native ministers were trained and went

out untill it became +bhe largest Evangelical church -
in Mexico. Their cho¥¥made the difference in the;
destinies of thousands of preciocus souls: I-pray-that
each one 'of Jyou will makeé the ‘right -cheice. You will
never, be sorry if you.follow :Jesus all the way.

I have s made my choise forever,
twixt this world and God's dear Son,
Not can change my mind no never -

He my heart has fulley won.

Take this world with all its pleasures
take them take them great and small
Give me Christ my preacious Saviour '
He 1s sweeter tham them all. 1

Sweeter, sweeter tham them all
Sweeter, sweeter tham them all

Give me Chrost my preacious’ Saviour -
He 1s sweeter tham them all.

£

sing: I surrender all 495



WHEN THE BROOK DRIES UR , ML P
voh- oy ) 0/%4»~Q'—1;/»s/~;« T 212
Scripture I Kings 17:1=7- _ ~ "*-4\/Z?éf.‘ ier (e h
The first mention of Elijah is in the first verse of

this ch. There he was delivering a message to Ahab, the
king of Iarael: "as the Lord God of Israwl liveth, before
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years,
but_according to my word" That was a drastic message and
the messenger needed protection. God provided it. He said
to Elijah, "Gbt thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and
hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is.before Jordan."
The prophet obeyed and hid well; for later when Obadiah,
Ahab's servant, met him, he informed Elijah that the king
had sought him in every nation and found him not. He

had done a -good - job in hiding. '

Tt should be held in mind that Elijah was dealing with
Israelt's most wicked king. "Ahab did more to provoke: the
Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel
that were before him"(IKings 16:33). : _

This was the first command that God had given to Elijah
for "enybody. Doubtless, God was testing him in obedience
and T3 o P AT T IE DI bk

Get thee hence and hide. You can drink of the water and the
ravens shall feed thee bread and flesh in the morming and
bread and flesh in the evening." ; :

Saton must have tempted him a false prohet was to be put
to death. §§t§§ﬁiﬁiffiiﬁ;untj L BaYy 80e *ry [ ‘

The brook dried upe. It seemd that Gods promise failed.

Why did the brook dry upe

He must learn that his faith must not rest in brooks,
even though God given, but in the God that made the brook
and other things as well, His security must not be in the
brook but in the voice of God, Hundreds of years later
Jesus announced this truth to Saton, saying. "Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that prceedeth
out of the mouth of God."

The brook was dry, but the God of the brook was not ,
He had other plans. The prophet was now to have not only
food and water, but a home and fellowship. Besides that,
he was to care for others - a widow and her son.

Whatever may have been the thought of God in allowing
the brook to dry up, of this we are sure - He had something
better planned for the prophet. If this be His policy,



who should care if the brook does go dry? Let it go. God
has something better

~If this brook had kept running, without doubt Ahab o
is mon would haVe £OURd TE and, WITH. the praptet o Rie>
gETEE?*ﬁEi‘hzve—beén“in“the drying of the brook. :
'/\M\w’ — .
The central lessdén in this story for us? is a lesson in life%
u and most import twm@tia:\:ﬁpbat“ofkobediqnpg.__
lijah obeyed. He delivered the unpopular message. He went
and hid when and where he was told .
Later he went to the widow's house and found it as God

told him he would. He listened to God and did what He
told him to do and succeded. =

Later the Lord told him to "go, shew thyself unto
Ahad; amd I will send rain upon the earth"IKings 18:1).
Because he had obeyed, he could now believe, and rain came.
He listened again and bbeyed, and fire came down upon his
sacrifice, yo the consternation of the 450 false prophets,

In his prayer lay the-secret, for he said, "I have done
all these things at thy wor."

7y

That was : > Christ s success and the success ‘ A
of every other successful man of any age. "Behold, to ¢ f7
obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat

of ‘rams" I Skm. 15:22. God does not promise to give us
brooks th i1l not go dry, but He does promise that when
and -1f" they do dry up He has another plar. &s with Job,
T s e e

"The barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of
oil fail." You may have a barrel and cruse not a brook.
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Rom. 12: 21+ '"Be not. overcome: with evil but Qvercome ev:Ll with
good" -

Intro. We are on the battle field for the Lord, therefore
we must fight. the weapons of are worfare are not W
carnal but faith, hope. love} Gods word, prayer and courage /41’7
There are rich rewards/ for“those who overcome the evil. ,f T lntis iy
Let me give. you the - eiéht "overcomes" of Revelation. s 7
Rk y207]0, 1] G e gl oIl iz
1. To him that overcometh will g:we to eat of the tree

of life (Rev. 2:7 g L @Y,
g&;{ "M/”b wéz/v/ t "-'o” k/k"/”% /‘-// (“"*’/’

VLT paons @/;J;% o~

2. "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death"

Rev. 2: 11 Elenro (e Mc
) / j/-/"' ‘?(/\ - V’

/ Z A A
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3. "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a whith stone, and in the
stone a new name written; which no man knoweth saying he
that receivbth it" Rev. 2:17).
If I overcome God will feed me with bread that the
world knows nothing about, and give me a new name.

Le "He that overcometh, and keepeth My works unto the end,
to him will I give power over the nations' Rev. 2:26.

A man that is able to rule himself is the man that Gad
can trust with powee. Only a man who can govern himself
is fit to govern other men. Down here God is Just polishing
us for some higher service. I don't know where the kingdoms
are but if we are to be kings and priests we must have

kingdoms to reign over.

5. "He that overcometh, the sawe shall be clothed in white

apd I w t blot
boog B%m fi%% hlgdange lng on §gs &g lr]x%.rsnen%'g?‘oggtmgrfﬁa%ﬁer,



6. "Him that overcometh w ]mak% pillar in the temple

of my God; and he ‘shall go 1o more out; and I willigeite
upon him the ‘name of my God and thé name of ‘the city of

my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh déwn out of
heaven from my God: and I will writhe wupon him my new name"
Reveodilkzeodd b b g ef? eldded efd n ‘ g
7. "To ‘him ‘that ovércometh will I grant to sit with mé
in my throne, even as I also 6vercame, and am Set ‘down
with my Father in his throne" Rev. 3:21

: J
1 / |
8. "He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I M W/L
7

4l

will be his God and he shall be my son" Rev. 21:7 — - v
< " b /;’/ y /‘;j (’7 g ) L /"ZZ&/;/f M %M%L
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No Time 3

Yo time for God?

Whet fools we ‘ape to clutier p
our lives with conmmon -things,
And leave wilthout heart!s gate
The Tord of life, and life 1ts
our God.

Neo time for God?

As soon to say, "No tine

to eat or sleep or love or die.
Take time for God, ;
Or you shall dwarf your soul;
And when the angel Death

Comes knocking at your doer,

A poor, misshapen thing ynu'll be
Te step into eternit .

11

No time. for God?

That day wihen sickness comes 0
Opeteouble finds jyou out,

And “you exry out for God,
“Will He have time for Jou?

Mo time for God?

Some day gyou'll lay aside .
The mortal self, and make your way
To worlds unlnown; :

And when you meet Him face to face
Will He ~-should Me

Have tine for you?



Text; Job 38:22 "Hast thou entered into the t qu;e
of -the snow?"
Intro. The Bible ### was written where the climate
produces little snow , but they could see
., . the snow on Lebanon and Mount Hermon all
Pl @'W,year around.
o “t‘ God askes Job if he has entered into the
. treasure of the snow? 96 varieties of snow
r.'uv? This morning we want to look at
the little thlngs. P . Arepecs
Jesus said,"Consider the lilies.?
"Behold the fowls."
"A cup of cold water"
1.:In the snow thgre is the treasure of accumulated
power. ! #te <%~”“@f;@/<w¢Azﬁﬂwa/vv Aca s :
 Q Illustrate: closing school Fole Ll e Ot
>ﬁ ) +In 1888 the snow stopped America
-¢)| snow slides and g la01ers.*qu 0, 020 MV
¥ ) . the French army lost 132 thousand men
Vf%’ B. "Oh," says some one, "I would like to stop the
v._ forces fo sin and crime that are marching for
;f ) the conquest of the nations; but I am nobody,
ﬁf' .- I have neither wealth nor eloquence nor social
B o power. Wheat can. I do?" Do you weigh as much
as a snow flake? 24 ity 4£%¢%¥Z%
AT Illustrate: Rewards im the glory land.
IT. Another treasure of the snow is the suggestion
of the usefulness of sorrow,

A. They say that the absence of snow makes all
nations sick. Plenty of snow means public
health.

B. Plenty of snow in winter means a good harvest
The strongest Christians, without exception
are those who, by bereavements or sickness
or poverty or persecution, or all of them
together were snowed under, and again and aga
snowed under. These snowstorms of trouble
bring health to the soul.

Illust. Paul a prisoner, John Bunyan in
Bedford penitentiary. Fanney crossby.



ITII. Another treasure of the snow is the suggestion
that this mantle covering the earth is like the
soul after it is forgiven. "Wash me," said the
Psalmist, "and I shall be whiter than snow."
Ancients thought that snow-water had especial
power to wash out deep stains. all other water
might fail, but mealted snow would make them
clean.

Job had great admiration for snow, but he decal
ares that is he should wash his soul in mealted
snow, he would still be covered with mud like

a man down in a ditch, Job, 9:30 "If I

wash myself with wnow-water, and make my hands
never so clean, yet shalt thou plunge me in the
ditch and mine own clothes shall abhor me,"

We must be washed in the fountain of God's
mercy, before we can be whiter than snow,
"Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord."

I like the words of theis song.

Dear Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole;

I want Bhee forever to live in my soul.

Break down every idol, cast down every foél
Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow!
Whiter than snow! yes, whiter than snow!

Now wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow!

Get that prayer answered and we will be fit not onl
for earth, but for the eheaven where everything ie
white , White robes, white—heasir—ef=Christ, White
throne.
Ten thousand times ten thousend,
In glittering armor bright,
The armies of the living God,
Throng up the steeps of light,
tTus fihished, all is finished,
Their fight with death and sin:
Throw open wide the golden gates,
And let the conquerors in.
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l SanctiBication

Text . I Thes4:3. EZLQ‘V%W¢~’

For this is the will of God, even your Sanctificati

Hebe 13¢12.

Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify
the people with his own blood, suffered without t
the gate.

Heb. 10:10.

By the which will we are sanctified through the
offering of the boAdy of Jesus Christ once for all, |

Promised Comforter. f
John 14:15418. 1
If ye love me, keap my commandments.

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give

you another Comforter, that he may abide with

you for ever; BEven the Spirit of truth; whom the |
world cannnt receive, because it seeth him not, {
neither knoweth him: but ye know him,; for he |
dwelleth with you, and shall be in jsou. 5

How received. }
1

Luke 9:13. :

If ye then, being evil, know how to giwe good
gifts unto your children: how much more shall
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask him?

¢ dohn Hi14,15.

And this is the confidence that we have in Him,
that, if we ask anything according to His will,
He heareth us; and if we know that he hear us,
whatsoever we ask, we know thabt we have the petitij
that we dgsired of Him.

TRl 213,

For it is God which worketh in you both to will an;
to do of hig good pleasure,

)
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