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Calvary Wesleyan
July,10.88

Scripture: James 5:17,18 "Elias was a man subject to like
passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might
not rain and it rained net on the earth py the space of
three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the Bi#
heaven gave rein, and the earth brought ferth her fruit."
It certainly has been dry this summer. Some people say
it is the driest time they can remember. There is an old
saying, "you never miss the water until the well goes dry."
We all have a temdéncy to complain about what we don't
have and spend so little time giving thanks for all the
good things God has provided for ui,
Can you imagine what it would bﬁAiiﬁZnii/}he e ,was no
rain for 3% years? Vv /ef 2202 _292;¢22;7€
Some wonder why we have hasd such a great drowth this sum-
mer, Seientists always have some kind of explanation for
everything that happens. Sometimes they are right and

. Rain

sometimes they are wrong.
__The drowth of Elijah's time was caused by one thing.
"sim", ‘God was sick and tired of the way King Ahab and
his wicked wife Jezebel were doing. Worshipping other %
Gods and leading the people to do the same. §i227, STHY. 4

God sent the man of God Flijah to tell them there woul
be go rain or dew until God got ready to send it.

When Jerry Falwell said he believed God was bringing
judgement on the homosexuals by giving them the aids
virus, meny wicked people thought tha] was terrible for him
to say that, but according to the scriptures God often
brings punishment on those who defy the laws of God.

~ It may very well be that God is trying to tell us some-

thing through the lack of rain. We have had such a great
surplus of grain While the Russians have had many crop
failures and continue to defy God . :
The U S is defying God by demanding 7That doctors kill
unborn babies by the willians if the mother so desires,

Homosexuals are sase demanding and in many places given equal
rights with married men and women., The sin of Sodomy was
what brought the wrath of God on the ancient city of

Sodom and Gomarah Whhn He distroyed it with fire from
heaven. God could not find 10 righteous people so He
destroyed it.



Im glad we still have e few people 11ke Ellgah that are
not afraid to. cry out agnlnst sin. He had to suffer some
th1ngs along with other people but God took care of him,

The Brook and the Ravens

It dried up but God had another plan

The widow, Now he was better off because he not only
had food and water but a home to live in

The widow had little to give but she gave to the
man of flod and God not only supplied his need but hers and
her son's

Obeddence and faith were the secret of Ilijah's success
ful career. That was the secret of Christ's success and
the success of every other successful man of any age.

God does not promise te give us brooks that will net
ge dry, kbt He does promise that when and if ‘they do dry
up He has another plan.

Job is anether illustration of the divine giving and the
divine taking away. He got double for all that was taken
awvay.

Yes Dear friends, this has bee se aon.i¥? t
injoy seeing all naktue suffer; E%?“@fﬁ%¢k aves Vi
an d the grass turn brown. It is net a pleasant sight, but
when rains come agaln and new life begine I am sure we
will appreciate the water much more than we did before, |

I believe God is trying to tell us sowethibg, kf we will
pray and listen te His veice we will be kuch better off
than we were before.
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AND LIFE IN THE SPIRIT
FREEDOM FROM SIN AND M

Romans 6: 1-11 Pelto 4

Alexander Solzhenitsyn wrote in his ‘book Gulag Ap=. -

chipelago 4 ,

A committed escaper.! One who never for a minute
doubts that a man cannot live behind barse... One who.
once he lands in prison spends.every waking hour thinking
about escape and dreams of escape at night. One who has
vowed never to resign himself. and subordinates every
action to his need to escape... Of all possible means
of struggle, he has eyes only for one, believes only in
one, devotes hinself only to one ¥¥ escapel

To the awakened believer, longing for escape from the
oppressive tyranny of inward sin and self-centeredness,
Paul offers the good news ¥ EHETAVELEEHESRY escape:

But now having been freed from sin and enslavrd to God.
you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification,
and the outcome, eternal life" (Rome 5:22. This great
and ligeratlng truth. whlch lies at the heart of bibical
holiness may be developed along severl lines.

First, it is freedom from something: Sin.
It is consistent with the gospel Vv, 1-2
It is found in Christ Vv. 3=i.

It 9s claimed by obedient faith Vv. 5=7

Second, it is Freedom for Someone:Christ. So that we
might faithfully serve Him.
We walk in the newness of life v.4
We are united with Him v.5
We are crucified with Him v.7
We are resurrected in Him vv. 4=5, 8-11.

What is Sin?
First , What Sin is not.

The body of sin is not the human body, but the mind set
on the flesh Rom 8:4-11

Sin is not just our individual self but the "old self"
that is centered upon itself. the sin-nature that perverts,
distorts, demands to haVe its own way no matter what
that destroys the prue self created in the image of God.

Sggnng-2wgﬁﬁiiinné ; og}lf 1fe OVein" l%h in_jit"
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of God to which man gives his willing consent.

Sin is a disrelationship" between God and man. it is a
fellowship brokep s 3 friendhhip betrayed, a love bond
blighted. Sin is, in the first instance, not so much _

a break¢ng of the law of God as the breaking of the heart
of God vv 12-15

Sin is ruthless. To yield to sin is to become subject
to its power, "slaves to sin wvv. 7, 12-20

How we are. set free from sin. »
By presenting our bodies to Christ as instruments of
righteousness vv 12-23 _

Conclusion

God never planned that we should be saved and continue
in sin vv. 22 But now being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness,
and the. end evzrlasting lifeﬁégor the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.



Does dugbody Care,s,, o g 75

Text: Psalms 142:4 /o, i 2 F
“I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there’-

was no man that would know me: refuge failed me:

no man cared for my soul." :ﬁﬁ/ij

Tell how David was hunted by saul

Refer to the text and say I wonder how many of our
neighbors would say that, "I mibght have been a :
Christian, things might have been entirely different
with me if you had had a care for my soul.”

How many parents Children will be lost because
nobydy cared for there ‘soul, . ) ) .
¢/ / g~ *f 4/} MNg 7 o ) '/,'/ 7 . ] g " s < i AL "g/
’fg/{,-gg,,«:z;{ 5 el A ,"’J/éz f:j i ’aé “end (/ % AN
ZIlust. Abdut Carl VS ST T A A,

~ ,«%LG’ 7 e o

& Teal heartfelf concern for souls, is a scarce thing
Put we will accomplish very little unless a real
concern in dme hearts for the lost of this community.

Y -

Soul wigpers of all veriods of human history have
knowvn something sbout this soul burden.

I ust. Moses. Oh this veople have sinned a great sin.

.Jeremiah was called the weeping prophet. He cried.

' "Oh, that my head were waters, and mine eyes a
fountain of tears, that i might weep day and night for
the slain of the daughter of m, people."

Paul said as he sat in the house of Gaius, "For I
could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for
-my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh."

He was willing to suffer all things for the spreading
of the goarel. .
There are men and women today who understand that if
souls are to be saved Zion must travail,

- They understand very well that the kind of revival

we pray for &nd yearn for cannot be brought about

by propaganda or progran. Holding on to God in
fasting and intercession until the heavens bend and
God comes down.

Illust. The evangelist whos boy started smoking.



>\

Over and over again we have seen the resuits of soul
burden. .

Illust. Bro. Vanbuskirks revival at home.

What limits we will go to save life and property.

Illust. Sav1ng deer in Calif at a cost of$§25,0008

9//@//%(// Q g A <)

If our loved ones'bpcome ill we will go the limit.
But the body will perish but the soul llveq on

gomewhere

I hope we will catch the vision.
The harvest will soon be over, the sun is about to
set. The bright summer day comes to an end. Then
will come the chilling winds of sorrow, Jjudgment,
tribulation, for this sinful, Christ-rejecting world,
We certainly want to do our best to win them before

the harvest is past.
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