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.. What the Holy Spirit is like s o

Man is a trinity; body - mind and Spirit.

God is one but manifested in three persons. We
think of God as Father. But Jesus said "God is a
Spirit" Paul speaks of the Holy Spirit as the "
Spirit of Christ. Father, Son, and Spirit are one.
So in studying some similitudes of the Spirit, we
find His presence in the world, Hiswork, His glory
and blessing, blended in truth with the works and
blessing of the Father and the Son.

In Jesus day many people were trying toygbrship
the Father but were rejecting the Son. Today the di
church must not ignore the Holy Spirit and His work
in the world.
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I. "He is like wind"™

Air in motion

Every tigue must have life-giving oxygen.

Illus. The Boy who had studied about breathing.

God breathed into ddams nostrils the breath of
life. : ,

Ezekiel's vision of the dry bones. "Prophesy
unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to tle
wind, this saith the Lord God: Come from the four
winds. O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live (Ezek. 39:9)

Jesus likens the .Spirit to Wind -"The wind bloweth
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound therd
but canst not tell whemee it cometh, and whether it
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit "
(John 3:8)

On the Day of Pentecost the Spirit was the sound
of a rushing mighty wind.

ITI, "He is like"™ Water, Bor cleasing.
Americans use a large amount of water. Average

per day 11,00 gallons per gerson. )

Would it not be a real blessing if we should al®
insist upon clean hearts, minds, and spirits. God
cannot tolerate filth. 0ld testament rituals
demanded righteousness for a clean people.
Exek, 36:25 "Then will I sprinkle clean water upon

you, and ye_shall be clean: from all your filthines
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.



-

When we have been washed with the water of re-
generation and the inner cleansing of the Spirit m
sanctifying power ., we must if we would keep clea
abide constantly in the flow of the fountain
orensd in tle house of David.for sin and uncleanes

Illus, The boy looking at the " stone in the
water. Our lives, beautified by the flow from
Calvary can reflect the glory and beauty of the
Spirit only as we are submerged in Him,.

Jesv%aid "If any man thirst let hem come unto me,
and drink, He that believeth on me, as the
s¢ripture hath said, out of hig belly shall Blow
rivers of living water ?but this spake he of the
Spirit, which they that believe on him should
receive (John 7:39) :

The cleansing of the church "with the washing
of water by the word" not only takes care of the
innermost needs of the thirsty, but also provides
us with an inexhoustible supply of spiritual moiste
ture which will gush out from us to cRate thirst
and hope in t%@ famishing mustitudes. He is like
water for cledsing. ;

III. He is like" a sward, for separation. .

"Take ... the .sward of the Spirit, which is the
word ofi‘God™ {Eph, 6:17)& . \

"The word of God is ‘sharper than any wwoedged
sward, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
hedre™ (Hed, 4:127).

The gospel of Christ is a gospel of sparation

Illus. Abraham, Israeél. :

Paul say Christ "gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto
himself a reculiar people, zealous of good works"
(it 240h),

Jesus said: ‘"Think not that I am come to send-
peace on earth: I'came not to send peace, but a
sword. For I am come to'set a man at variance
against his father, and the daughter against her
mother... And a man's foes shall be they of his
own household" (Matt. 10:34-36).

Before ‘the baptism with fire must come the
separation of the dross from the good. The Holy
ghost accomplishes both of these functions. :

The pull toward worldliness is gone when nothing
but His holiness and righteousness are within.



The fact is, instead of chafing over our pecul-
jar unlikeness to the world, we take pleasure in
being different for Christ's sake, we do not want
to look like the world in dress; we do not want to
sct like the world in behavior; we do not want to
live like the world in pleasure; we do not want
to smell like t e world in habits. The separation’
is not galling, but glorious.

He is like a sword £6r separation.

IV. "He is like" fire, for puriafication.

"He is like a refiner's fire..." "He shall
baptize... with fire."

Impurities. that cannot be taken away with water
can be purged with fire.

Illus. the refiner.

The cloven tongues of fire on the Day of
pentecost

The Holy Spirit purified the natures of the dis-
ciples on that ocasion. Envy, jealousy, malice,
pride, self-seeking, unholy anger, and all other
carnal traits which were manifested from time to
time. in the acts and attitudes of the disciples
pefore the Day of Pentecost were absent in ther
powerful ministry which followed. Fear of men
and public opinion, anxiety for the future, and all
else which bespoke a weakness of their faith in
Christ, were dissolved and degtroyed in the
flame of the pentecostal blessing.






