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I would like.to speak to you:this m rﬁfﬁg a “the Church.
There are-many ideas. about;what: the church is, what its purpose
is, how it should operate, what our relationship:t0~it should
be; and just how important it is dn our:society.‘rrr ”??jdiﬁ

The néw,Testament\has mueh to say about the Church. The
apostle: Paul -mentioned it in:Col. 1:24 "Who now rejoice UE £
in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind ©
of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's
sake, which-is the Church. " Here Paul speaks-of the chu?ch
as the body of Christs. From this we see that the church is
made up of.all true believers in;Christ. Illust. The last
SUPPERw 71 e = : : A e c ‘

Jesus suffered for the Church: as we:read in Ep. 5:25=27,
"Husbands .love your wives even as Christ also loved the -
Church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.
That He might present it to himself-a glorious church not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish.™ ‘1% ~Udv Bb OF sof

We should never think of the: chureh lightly.Uss illgst. ,
Mr. Barrow and his idea.of .the ehurch. . % ~éh4chziﬁ/€
jlﬁgkd,-_r:¢f g??p¢44;=] s ot /".’—'~ : 7
Paul believed in the ‘church so strongly that in the seriptur

I just®read in Col. He said he was rejoicing in his sufferings
for the church at colosia. s

The Church is not just a club or another
or just'a show or a play house.
serious business and should not
has t@é business of preparing people to live sucessfully
in this 1ife53nd for-a place of everlasting ‘joy with God:
after this life is over. The church has the business of «
jeseuing men, Women, boys. and girls from-the fires: 1.
I think that“is'realy'impprtanﬁ bhsineés, don’tr;:u?f -

- social organisation
-The work of the church is

be-taken lightly. The church

Eanh*Gohgregatibn is only
of Christ. ha

small part of the great body
You Cannot s

To forsake the church is to foprs i
SAS SaC . <18 to forsake -
eparate Christ and the Church.’ et



. Paul malte'many missionary journeys to establish new
churches, he saw the great importance of each one and wept.

and:eried over some of them Yecause 'he had them in his 3\

heart~ Because he had-the-coridern 'and love like Christ. W[ '|

Do 'we ‘weep over the: clureh ag-much as®we should or do we

B , . Ll S VY
run when the way 'is hardyc There' are many people’ in cdmmuhisp'\“
countries that arg ready to suffer and if need be to die ~

for their Church. They'have to meét in seeret’ and often '
are subjected to much crulty_bupdﬁhey hold-fast in their /)
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& péople treat their jub”in the chirch very 1ightly;”

but our work-for the chureh dis'the most important” job we

will ever have. Our work fér the church is not 'eonfined to

four walls. One person asked a pastor where his church was.
On Sunday the church is inside a certain building,,du;ing

the week it is scattered in factories stores homes and other

Places.: The' body of Christ cannot be confined to just the
four walls of a building. 4 ' ;i

Whether the'local church is big or smallfit/ggry important
bo the Lord. Jesus said in Like 12;32, "Fear not little
flock for it is your fathers good pleasure to give you the
kingdom". He also said,"where 2 or 3 are gathered together
in my'name’ there am I in thé midst." Jesus believes our
gathering together is so important that if only 2 or 3 are
present He will be there. X have heard the expressien,
"the-unseen guest," Well is'He"a guest? No He is the most. .

faithful member of all, as the song says, -"Jesus is always -

there',

- tNow let?s nbtice“Whét”Chfist“whpts‘to do for the. Chureh.
Ep. 5:20-27"That ‘He'might sanctify and cleanse. it with the
waghing: of ‘water by the word. That He might present it to:
Himself 'arglorious’ church hot'having spot, or wrirkle or
any such thing: but that it'should be holy and without
blemish.! Christ wants the church to be holy. Ps.93:5 says;
"Holiness becometh'thine'hpuse 0 Lord forever." Heb 12:11,'
says, "For without-holiness fio man shall see the Lord,™
Jesus was very displegsed with what he sawiinithe“TempléL'

I'thank. God for-the ehibveh "SHi what. 1t Lo 6"
Most people find God in the ¢hurch. gk
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‘\KThe word of God is taught by faithful teachers and preachers

b

/and many other kinds of faithful workers. We are all a part of
this glorious church and that shall meet around the throne
someday and sing the songs of zion like we have never sung
them before. I have been privelaged to hear some great singing

but this will be a chrous of ten thousand times tenthousand

and thousgnds of thousands. How many is that Piig :2 i
%?‘szi%g Maimt;%‘z e
olomon in che. 6:10 deseribed the churédh! "Fair as the moon
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with Banners."
Jesus said M ates of hell shall not prevail againt it.
922%2§x§ﬂ4? gzqawn9¢zCkﬁbﬁaxfidiﬁl ;
Mal. 3:17 the prophet says, "And they shall be mine, saith
the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my jewels;

and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that
serveth him.n

Is. 62:3 "Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in the hand

of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God."
I e vz p oot ,422;¢?é£>z n ¢

I'm so glad to be a part of this gloflous chureh arn't you?



, 4 - L' =
Standing By Jadum 7#1;7—>2{3,/5;?r~
Seripture John 19:23-30 MR 2 N PENE
Zext v. 23 : B - 22-gg
" Now there stood by the cross of Jesus ."

Intreduction

Less then a week ago the multitudes were praien
Him. were were +he reorle who should have stsood
by Him.

Vhere were those Jesus had healed. Bartimaus,
Lazorus, lame maimsd halt Ete

The mob cried out crucify Him.

He had lost His rorudarity.

Who wanted to help Him carry His cross. A man
was compelled to bear it.

s

Where wase all the disciples.
Where was Judas
where was Beter Illustrate.

2.~ 1L, Let us loek at thonme who stood by Jeayus t¢ tle

end.

}
M ] _ : a il me 8
J afgr§;g ggé%g%n a fathful mother

-~ Mary the wife of Cleophas :
~ Almost nothing said about her# but she# was fathfh

Mary Magdalene. Tha women Jesus had cast out 7
devils

Jehn the Beloved.

Secret deciples : Joreph of Arimthes.
: ' Nicodenas

! IIT. Can I stand by the cross.
) By Never being ashamed of Jmsus.

By fathfulness to His church . Jeusms gave
Himself fer it.

Py determiming in your ewn heart that gou
will gof all the way regardless of the cost.,

/ There are great rewards for faithfullness
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John recelved the revelation on the Isle of
Patmus

Mary saw Her son rise victorious.
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A Tithing Testimony

Many years ago a lad of sixteen was
obliged to leave home because his father
was too poor to support him any longer.
So he trudged away with all his worldly
possessions in a bundle dangling from
his hand resolving, as he journeyed, to
set up in business as a soapmaker in
New York.

When the country boy arrived in the
big city, he found it hard to get work.
Remembering the last words of his
mother and also the godly advice given
him by the captain of a canal boat, the
youth dedicated his life to God, deter-
mining to return to his Maker an honest
tithe of every dollar he earned.

So, when his first dollar came in, the
young man sacredly dedicated ten cents of
it to the Lord. This he continued to do.
And the dollars rolled in! Soon this
young man became partner in a soap
business; and when his partner died a few
years later, he became sole owner of the
concern.

The prosperous businessman now
instructed his bookkeeper to open an
account with the Lord and to credit to it
one tenth of all his income. The business
grew miraculously. The honest proprietor
now dedicated two-tenths of his earnings;
and then three-tenths, four-tenths; and
finally, five-tenths. It secmed as if his
sales increased in exact proportion to his
generosity, so that soon his brand of
soap became a household word through-
out the world.

The late William Colgate was this
man whom God so singly prospered in
return for his faithfulness to His Maker.
While this story is not written with the
object of advertising Colgate products, it
is related because it illustrates so well the
blessings that accompany the faithful
payment of an honest tithe.

Copied
Larry Holmes
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