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[ O — ;k(’ ...~ JESUS RETURN TO EARTH _ 9-18 88 .
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-Last Sunday. accord1ng to a certaln person, Jesus was
to have Raptured. the. church, the dead in Chr;at were to
have risin first then we who were alive were to have been
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. As you all know
it dxdn't happen, but it will most certainly happen some
day.
~ In the first ch, of the book of Acts we read the '
account of Jesus assention intos# heaven in the clouds
10,11 verses "And while they looked steadfastly toward
heaven as he went up, behald two men stood by them in
white apparel; whlch also sa1d Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heavenf this same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come
in lxke manner as ye have seen him gg into heaven."

We also read in Matt. 26:64 the words of Jesus,

"1 say unto you, hereafter shall ye see the Son of
man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in
the clouds of heaven." The first time He came as a
baby born in Bethleham, The second coming will be with :
power and Clory through the clouds, He will come back
like he went away.

‘His coning will be anddenly "For as the lightning
cometh out of the East and shineth even unto the West,
so shall the coming of the Son of man be." Matt, 24;27,
Like the twinkling of an eye ICor. 15:52.

~ In_this life there are many things we can prepare. for
The weather man tells about tonados, Hurricans and other
disastous storms, but Jesus coming will be a surprise.
Rev. ch, 16 v. 15 reads. "Behold, I come as A thief,
##/H%¥ Blessed is he that’ watcheth, and keepeth his garm
ments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame,
Also, Rev. 3:11 "Behold, I come quickly, hold fast
which thou hast, that no man take thy crown,"

MWhen Jesus comes again there will be no time to get
'ready to meet Him, It will be as fast as lightning
and as fast as blinking your eye. As fast as light
travels, 186,000 mps. the Bible says much about the
importance of keeping ready for his coming. "Therefore,
be ye also ready for in such an hour as ye think not,
the son of man cometh," When He comes, everythibg will
be going on just the same., Will He come today, tommorrow
a year from now, There wilI”ﬁ”“no %ézance warning.
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Illns. Man who was asked what he would.do. if he knew.
Jesus was. cnm1ng today. . - .
Illus. Preacher at home who- sald the Chrxst1ans had Bo m
many. giudges, hard feelings and mxsunderstand1ngu that
They would meet in the air and get all straintened out
before they went on to heaven. This idea if5 not true

We are to 1i#8 in perfect obedience to the Lord now,

I Tim. 6:14 says, Phat thou keep this commandment without
spot, unrebpukkble’ until the appearing of our Lord

Jesus Christ.”

We are to live in Joyful sgpectation "Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great

God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."

Illus. During Korean War Many Chrlstians Were praying

' Lord Jesus come quickly. We have God's blessing if we

live this way. for in Heb, 9:28 it says: "unto them

\\that look for Him shall He appear the second,time
witheut si n unto salvagt ?ﬂtg )
@ <
We should

constantly abiding in Him "And now,
little ch1ldren, abide in Him; that when He shall apear
we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him

at his coming.” ZjégyéLééézgﬁg
Now lets see what will happen at this tiﬁéL2fThen

shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken,

and the other left. Two women $hall be grinding at the
mill; ## the one shall be taken and the other left.
Watch therefore; for ye know not what hour your 1 Lord —
doth come, Matt, 24:40-42, —

"For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with

a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in @hrist shall rise first,
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught

up together with them in the cliuds, to meet the Lord
in the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” I Thee.
4:16,

This will be a great meeting in the axr, what a
gteat time of rejoicing to"be reunited with loved ones
that have been dead for many years, I will get to see
Mother and Dad and my oldest brother.

What a sad time for those who are left behind. I

to be left with all
¥33}9e§?r5r3§§3rd2, iiags, ﬁomoagxua teaggr?zgﬁicators
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to. name a few, The best thing-we can. do now is to. be
~honest with God, Repent. of pur sins make things
ﬁight with God and our fellow men. then live da11y 80
that we will be ready when He comes., =~ . = 77 ‘.-

| The pnext thing that may come to our minds is the ques
tion, when is He coming, How long will we have to

wait? W
Illus. ligious group that figuared out that Jesus was

coming on a certain day.

If they had read and taken heed to Matt, 24:36 they
would not have been fooled. " But of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but

my Father only." This was Jesus speaking. and Luke 12:40
"Be ye #§# therefore ready also; for the Sun of man
cometh at an hour when ye think not. Also I Thes, 5:2 3
“"For yourselves know perfectly that the day pf the

ord so cometh ag a thief in the pi
Frete ‘”ggi’% 55, fra et Xy, ey tcten
2L, <P
T11lus pé;ience é%lfﬁfﬁfing the Lord had

F1na1 Illus.

come lnd left behlnd 0
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T SKEEPCTHE VICTORY ' ‘77 /7

First keep in the spibig of prayer. St. Daul uch
everyone to "pray without cea51ng."(l Thess. 5: 17)
Second, read the Elble. Here is where many people
fail. They do not read the Bible/ consequently,
when some strange, unbiblical doetrine comes along
they are blown off their feet -and swept into error,
When we pray we talk to God; when we read the

Bible he talks to us. Let us get our daily bread
from the Word of 1life,

Third, keep doing something for God, Bejamine
Franklin said, "An ‘idle mind is the ‘devil's workshod
Someone asks, "What must ‘I do to backslide?" Answer;
"Nothing!"Just keep doing nothing, and you will
soon turn up at "Backslider's otatlon." We are
saved. to serve.

Fourth, Be a regular attendant at church when
possible. David went down in sin when he stayed 4t
home and failed to go out to the battles of the
Lord as before(ll- Sam, 11:1). This is the age of a
great:-falling away, and it behooves us "not to fors
sake the assembling-of ourselves together as the
manner of ‘some is, but exhort one another daily, and
so much the more as we see the day approaching.™

(H?b. 103 2814 71/2L4 :

Fifth, witness for Christ. Jesus said, "Search the
Seriptures; for in them-ye think ye have eternal
Life; and they are they which testify of me™ (John
5:39). Again John says in Reve.ation that"they over-
came him (the devil) by the blood of the- Lamb and
by the word of their testimony" (Rev. 12:11, ).

It is:a fact that the more one repeats a uhlng the ¢
. stronger:he believes it. Be definite in your testimg
If he saves you, say, "He saves me;" If His Holy Spi
Spirit indwells you, witness to-it. The worid will
be convinced and the devil-defeated by a definite
testlmony to a real experience



Sixth, read good literature. Some of the world's
greatest men and women have been converted and led
into deeper experiences by reading good spiritual
books. Paul admonished Timothy to "give attendance
to reading® (I Tim. 4:13).

seventh, keep.a tender conscience. Paul exhorted
"Re joice with them that - do rejoice, and weep with
them that weep" (Rom. 12:15) If we keep a tender
conscience, it will not be so hard for God to talk
to us. The Holy Spirit can make impressions ery
easily upon a tender conscience, thus leading
and keeping us in the right paths. Let us be
careful lest we deift into that awful state which
St. Paul described as having the "conscience Beared
with a hot iron, (ITim. L4:2; Eph. 4:19).
and some as being "past feeling."

Eight, Apologize for your mistakes. The very least
one can do is to apologize for his mistakes. I¥ oneh
has done anything amiss, or hurt another's feelings
i¥. 38 his duty. to apologiae to the affended one.

If one fails to do this, he will soon lose out in
his soul, dwindle away and dry up. Bro. Shelhamer
said "It is quite safe to say that when a person new
voluntarily owns a fault,or confesses his weakness
he is affected with spiritual pride and bigotry ¥
John Wesley said: "be always ready to own any fault
you have been in. If you have at any time thought,
spoken or acted wrong, be not backward to acknow-
ledge it. Never dream that it will hurt the cause of
God. No, it will further it. Be therefore open and #
frank when you are taxed with anything; do not: seek
to either evade or disguise it, let it appear, just
Sp it 28,7, g

Ninth, Visit, converse and pray with people,
This may be quite a task for some at first,~bug-is- 5
nrbrtiheless, good soul food and a real character
builder, It was said of Jesus that He "went about
doing good" (Acts 10;38). Much good is accomplished
in this way, and it ministers grace to the.souls
of those who do this work.



Tenth, Do not compromise or "Tone down." Never ba
become discouraged and give up or lower the standard
under hard trials or perverse circumstances.
Remember that Mall who will live godly in Christ Jes
Jesus shall suffer persecution," and "if any man
suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed"
(IITim; 3:12.°F Pet, 4:16). Utider severs
persucutions many "Tone down" and lose the glory
off their souls. Let us, like Moses of old, choose
rather to suffer.affliction with the people
of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season" (Heb. 11:25). To compromise means
to preach and live a lower standard than is taught
by the Bible; to live below\fhere you once lived,
and fail to walk in light in which you once walked.
When one does this, it robeghis soul of the approvimg
smile of God, and of the peace and joy that once
filled it, thus bringing him into a backslidden
state, whether he confesses it or denies it.

"Many .are the afflictions of the righteous; but tk
Lord"delivereth him out of.them all" (Psa. 34:19).
Qur God. has promised that.His "grace is sufficient"
for us‘and His "strength is made perfect in weaknesd
(IICor. 12:9). So let us "fight the.good fight of f£&
faith," refusing to compromise, and "lay hold on ¢fa
eternal, 11fé" { [Pimv6:12)., '







Mt . 2~7-82
Naaman the Leper and the capitive Maid, and Eliaha -

Scripture 11 Kings 5; 1. "... a mighty man in valour, but
He was a Leper.

Intro. Leperousy a dreaded incurable desease. discribe.

Boaman , capitan of the host of Syria, A /4 star general
One defect which was sure to drag him down to ruin

He was ready to accept help drom anyone.
A little capitive maid had the message of deliverence.

Elisha was a man of God , He was not seeking praise of
rewards.

Elisha had the right message but Naaman didn' like it
This often happens when folks a seeking help, they don't like
what the man of God says.

His servants got him back on the right track

The humble way is God's way
the old dirty jordan river, humiliating.

You will find victory when you are ready to take the
lowly way of repentance, confession, forgiviness.
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[ 2o THE PALM

What the seal is to the Eskimo of North America, the palm
is to the native of tropical lands = the source of the chiel="
necessities of life. The tree family of palms ranks second to
the grass family in economic importance. But the palms are
applied to a far greater variety of everyday human needs than
any other group of plants. Thje palmyra palm of India ahd
Ceylon, for instance, is estimafed To Have 80D different Se

There are more than(@,500 different) kinds of palms.

From f4ssils we know that they were present in the Age of
Dinosaurs, and formerly grew in nearly all parts of the wolkd
Fossil palm leaves have been found even in Greenland.

The inhabitants of many places use products of palms in
hindreds of ways in everyday living. They provide shade, .
building materials (both timbers and thatch), and fuel. Fibers
Tor making ropes ahd brocms, and for caulking ships are made
from the pali. Strips of leaves are woven ifto Wats, hats.
and baskets. 0il for food and I1ight comes from the twee.
the sugary sap of such palfis as the jaggeru can be made into
food, sweet drinks, Jand intocicating beverages such as arrack.
@‘he starch which the plant produces ys used for food. The
seeds are made into buttons and carv gs. There are hundreds
of spaecil uses. If the Arabs lost their date palm, the peoples
of southern India their palmyra palm, or the inhabitants of the
Pacific Islands their coconut palm, these peoples whould have
to change their way of living completely.
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