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This is paséox R ,Uibbs oﬁafigzggr ntownWesteyan-Church coming to you again this
IIth-day-of-May: -/ B /L9:7’47;5 AT

I'm reading to you this morning from Ps. 19 "The heavens declare the glory of God, and the
firmanent sheweth his handiwork™"

The greatness and handiwork of God is manifest everywhere in nature. This morning I
want us to# notice the handiwork of God in the heavens.

Amos, the headdsman while guarding his flgcks at night, watched the heavens, he saw
stars above stars, and the universe seemed to him like a great mansion many stories high,

The prophet's imagination walks through the great silver palace of the universe, through

the first story, up through the second story, up through the third story, up through the
twentieth story, up through the hundredth story, up through the thousandth story, and
realizing that God is the architect and builder of all the stary heavens, he cries out,
"It is he that buildeth his stories in the heaven." Astronomy was born in Chaldea. The
Orientals, living m h_out.of doors and in a very clear atmosphere, through which the stars
shone especially }ﬁzz%d§2§%FECquired the habdt of study&g the night heavens. On the
first page of the Bible the sun and moon and stars roll in - the sun, a body nearly three
million miles in cirvumference and more than twelve thousand times as large ##### as our
earth, the moon, more than two thousand miles in diameter. Cod was so used to doing things
on a big scale that the Bible says "God made two great light, the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the night. The stqrs alsol Astronomers have been
trying to count the stars but have never been able to tell the nimber. Some astronomers
have estimated that the nfimber of the stars is equal to all the grains of sand on all the
beaches of the earth. Yet the bible says that God knows the nimber of the stars, He calleth
them all by name. We know a great deel more about the universe today tham was known in bible
days, but the more we learn the more we a wed by the vastness and order of the universe.

We are travelers on the planet Earth. Tt is about 25,000 miles around and turns on its
axes once every day, which means that here in the U.S we are spininning arounfi about 700 MPH.
While at the same time we are going in orbit around the sun 800,000,000 miles in a year,
traveling at a speed of 66,000 MPH. Also we are traveling 500,000 MPH in our galaxy the
Milkey way.

The stars are larger than the planets and some are real giants. Some are so large that
they could hold oyr sun,and the first 4 planets with their orbits in side them. This is hard
td imagine when wgg%ﬁggjour sun is 93,000,000 miles away frgm earth.

David said in Ps. 8 "When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, whe moon and
the stars, which thou hast ordained: What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the
son of man, that thou visitest him? For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels,
nad hast crowned him with glory and honour. Thou madest him t o have dominion over the
works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:

It is possible that God coutd have a thousand worlds beside our own that we know nothing
about. Our travel through space so far is almost nothing comparered to how big space is, in
fact no one knows how big it is. Truly the Bible is right when it says the wisdom of man is
foolish with God and the foolish of God is wiser than man.

It is so good to know that though we are so small compared to the greatness of Gods
creation yet God has considered us and desires to have communion with us. He knows our
every thought and all our ways. Jesus said not one sparrow falls to the ground but what
your Heavenly Father takes notice of it, therefore He can surely care for you.

I'm glad to be serving a God like that arn't you?.

The book of Genesis gives the account when the stars and planets rolled into being but
the Book of Revelations gives some frightning sceans of the disruption of the whole system
in the heavens.

It seems a little preview of this happened the night of the 12th and the morning of
the 13th of November, 1833. The sky was cloudless and the air clear. Suddenly the whole
heavens became a scene never to be forgotten. From the constellation Leo Meteors began to
shoot out in all directions. For the two hours between fomd and six in the morning it was
estimated that a thousand meteors a mimamte flaghed and expired. Tt grew lighter than noonday.
Arrows of fire; balls of fire; trails of fire; showers of fire. Some of the appearances
were larger than the full moon. All around the heavens explosion followed e xplosion. sounds
as well as sights. The air filled with uproar. It was an awful strain on the strongest
nervws. Millions of people fell on their knees in prayer. Was the world ending or was there
some great event for which all heaven was illuminayed?



A

For eight hours the phenomenon lasted, East, west, north, south, it looked as though the
heavens were in maniac disorder. Astronomers watching that night said that those meteors
started from 2,200 miles above the earth's surface and moved with tim times the speed of

a cannon=ball. The owner of a plantation in South Carolina says of that noght scene: "I

was suddehly awakened by the most distressing cries that ever fell on my ears. Shrieks of
horror and cries for mercy I could hear from most of the negroes on three plantations,
ammounting in all to about six or eight hundred. While earnestly listening for the cause.

I heard a faint voice near the door calling my name, I arose, and taking my sward stood at

the door. At this moment I heard the same voice still beseeching me to rise and saying,

OH, my God? the world is on fire! I then opened the door, and it is difficult to say which
excited me the most, the awfulness of the scene or the distressed cries of the negroes.

Upward of one hundred lay prostrate on the ground; sone speechless and some uttering yvhe
bitterest cries, but most with their hands raided, umploring God to save the world and them.
The scene was truly awful, for never did rain fall much thicker than the meterors fell toward
the earth." But the excitement thus described by the Suuthern plnater ran among the whites asw
well as the blacks, among the intelligent as well as the superstitious. The spectacle ceased
not until the rising sun of the November morning exlipsed it, and the whole &merican nation s
sat down exhousted with the agitations of a néght to be always remembered.

The Bible closes with a scene of falling light, not only little meteors but great old stas
John saw it in a vision when he wrote "The stars of heaven fell unto the earth even as a fig
tree casteth her untimely figs when she is shaken of a mighty wind." He speaks of the heaven
being on fire, and the elements of Earth mealting with fervent heat. Than he says #i### he
saw a new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth rightness. I'm glad we need not fear that
day if we are in Christ, our nature regenerated, and our sins pardoned, and our hope triumphat
we will feel no more alarm than when in September passing through an orchard you hear the
apples thump to the ground. We will only go upstairs into another story of the House of
many mansions, Let us pray. Heavenly Father we are glad we ever found you as our Saviour and
Lord. We know we can depend on you to care for us no matter what may come to this world.

Help those who don' know you today and are not ready if you should come, may they realize
that heaven and earth shall kass away but your word shall not pass away. In Jesus name, Amen.
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—#77". This morning I wish to continue speaking of the handiwork of God 1984
Let us consider a natural RUBIES SURPASSED
precious stone the Ruby.
Scripture Revverbs 8: 1-11
Text: V. 11 "Wisdom is better than rubies".

The ruby is a precious stone of deep red color. The Bible makes much of it. It glowed
in the first row of the high priest't breast plate. Under another name it stood in the
wall of heaven. Jeeemiah compares the ruddy cheek of the Nazarites to the ruby. Exekiel
points it out in the robes of the king of Tyre. Four times does Solomon use it as a
symbol by which to extol wisdom, or true religion.

The home of the genuine ruby is Burma. Under a careful governmental guard are these
valuable mines of ruby kept. Rarely has any foreigner visited them. When a ruby of large
value is discovered there is an elaborate ceremony.

A ruby of perfect color weighing five carats is worth ten times as much as a diamond
of equal weight. In all the world there is only one thing more valuable and Solomon makes
the comparison: "Wisdom is better than rubies." iy

The ruby is more beautiful in the night and under the lamplight than by day. It pre-
ferred for evening adormment. How the rubies glow, and burn, and flash as the lights
lift the darkness! The prabability is that Solomon under some of the lamps that illumined
his cedar palace by night, noticed the peculiar glow of the ruby as it appeared in the
hilt of a sword, or hing in some fold of the upholstery, or beautified the lip of some
golder vessel, while he was thinking at the same time of the excellency of God and the
wisdom that He gives is better than rubies.

It is a good thing to have religion while the sun of prosperity rides high and every-
thing is brilliant in fortune, in health, in worldly favep. But let the sun set, and the
shadows and the thick darkness of sickness or poverty or persecution or mental exhoustion
fill the soul and fill the house and fill the world; then you sit down by the lamp of

God's word and under its light the @ensolations of the Gospel come out; the peace of God
which passeth all understanding appears. You never fully appreciasted their beauty until then

All the books of the Bible attempt in some way to discribe misfortune. Of the one
hundred and fifty Psalms at least ninety tell of trouble. There are sighings in every
wind and tears in every brook and pangs in every heart.

The war of 1814 chinged the name of the president's residence. It was originally proposed
to call the president's residence at Washington "The Palace," or "The Executive Mansion."
but after it was destroyed in the war of 1814 and rebuilt, it was painted white to cover
up the marks of the smoke and fire that had blackened the stone walls.¥% Since then it
has been called "The White House." Most of the things now white with attractiveness were
once black with disaster. What the world most needs is strength to stand in hard times.

The brightness of mens lives has been brought out by the smoke and blackness of trouble.
As in Daniel's time to stop mouths of lions; as in Shadrack's time to cool blast furnaces;
as in Ezekiel's time to console captivity; as in St. John's time to enlighten rocky
desolations.

Hear the B§bles encouraging voice: "weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning: "The mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but my loving kindness
shall not depart from you;" "Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth;""They shall hunger no
more, neither thirst any moﬁé, neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat: for

the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne sahll wipe away all tears from their eyes."

The most wholesome t?ing on earth is trouble, iﬁ’met in Christian spirit. To make Paul
what.he was it took shipwreck, and whipping on the bare back, and penetentiary, and pursuit
of w1lq mobs, and the sword, To make David what he was it took all that Saul and Absalom

and Goliath and all the Philistine hosts could do against him.

I am sure that Solomon was right in saying that the wisdom you get from God is better
than rubies. The fact that a thing is worth what it will bring. God8s way will bring
solid happiness, and the ruby will not. In all your observation did you ever find a

person thoroughly encrusted with Jewels really happy and satisfied? As you know more of

yourself than any one else, are you happier now with worldly adornments and successes

than before you won them?® Does a wardrobe crowddd wi ' i
satisfaction than your first clothes closéﬁj with igst?ogg?2i¥£§$Zi;gg§%Ve " hekis;
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We have heard of poor husband and wife getting a letter kuddenly telling them that
a fortune had been left them, and how they were almost beside themselves with Jjoy, taking
the first plane to claim the estate, But, oh, what it is to wake up out of the stupor
of a sinful life and through pardoning grace find that all our earthly existence will
be divinely managed for our best welfare, and that then all heaven will roll in upon
the soul. Compared with that a spring morning is stupid, and an August sunset is nothing,
diamongyhave no flash, and pearls no light, and a ruby no beautiful glow. And now I ask
you as fair-minded people, accustomed to make comparisons, is not such a joy as thq%
worth more than anything one can have in jewels? Was Solomon right when he said, "Wisdom
is better than rubies?"
There is also something in the deep red of the ruby that suggests the sacrifice on
which our whole salvation depends. While the emerold suggests the meadows, and the sapphire
the skies, and the opal the sea, the ruby suggest the blood of sacrifice. Solomon,
knew all about the sacrifice of lamb and dove on the altars of the temple, and he knew
the meaning of sacrificial blood, and what other precious stone could he so well use to
symbolize it as the ruby? Red, intensely red, red as the blood of the greatest martyr
of all time. the blood of Jesus. Drive the story of the crucifixion out of the Bible
and the doctrine of the atonement out of our religion, and thare would be notging of
Christianity left for our worship or our admiration. Our redemption was purchased by blood.
How many mothers have been martyrs to the cradle of sick children, how many men sacrificed
herve and muscle and brain and life in the effort to support their households, how many
men in the United States have died for their country. Vicarious suffering is as old as the
world, but the most thrilling, the most startling, the most stupendois sacrifice of all
time and eternity was on a hill back of Jerusalem, when Jesus took upon himself the sins,
the agonies, of a gr eat multitude that no man can number, There is no other jewel that so
symbolizes this as the ruby. There are many gems that are somewhat like the ruby but
there is only one genuine ruby, and that comes from the mines of Burmah. And there is only
one Christ, and he comes from heaven. One Redeemer, one Ransom, one Son of God; only
"one Name given under heaven among men by which we can be saved." Thousands of imitations
of the ruby, but only one ruby. Many imitations of Christ but only one Sawiour. The Lord
Jesus Christ. It is the blood of Jesus Christ that cleanseth from all sin. "Without the
sheding of blood there is no remission." Solomon was right when he said, "Wisdom is better
than rubies." :
Let us look now at two scenes: The o ne is a room with rubies, but no saviour; and the
other a romm with Jesus and no rubies. You enter the first room, when a wealthy worldly
man is about to quit this life. There is a ruby on the mantel, There is a ruby in the
headdress of the Queelly wife, On the finger of the dying man there is a ruby. The pictures
on the walls are heirlooms, or the trophies of many.travels. All the appointments of the
room are costly and beautiful, But the man Has no- yeiis n; ‘never has had, and never
professed to have. Thﬁﬁ% is not a Bible or one religious book in the room, The departing
man feels that his earthly career is ended, and nothing opens beyond, Where he will land
stepping off from this life is a mystery. He has no ppayer to offer, and he does not
know how to pray. He is through with this life, and is sure of no other. Midnight of utter
hopelessness drops on all the scene. Let us look at another room s Where there is the
Saviour but no rubies. She never had money enough to by one . She had keen tast enough
to appreciate those gems, but she never owned one of them. She was not jealous or un-
happy because others had rubies while she had none. But she had a richer treasure, and that
was the grace of God that had comforted her aleng the way amid bereavements and temptations
and g&g@ecutions and sicknesses and privations and trials of all sorts. Now she is going
out o lifg. The room is bright, not with pictures or statues, not with any of the gems
but there is a strange and bright glow in the room, It must be the presence of supernaturals
From‘the appearance of her face I think she must hear sweet vioces, but above all of them
she is hearing the voice of Christ, saying, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom": Good-bye sweet soull Why should you longer stay! Your work all done; your burdens
all carried ; your tears all wept IForward into the light!Up into the Joy!¢

I can tell you which room I would like to be in . My sins all pardoned my sorrows all
banished, never to weep, never to part, never to die! I tell you that will be better than
4







