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Message for Tuesday April 14,1987

Goodmorning, This is R.V. Gibbs again. Yesterday I spoke about the Triuphal entry of
Jesus into Jerusalem on Sunday before His crueifixion on Friday.

The Jewish govern body, the Sanhedrin had decided that the only way to stop Jesus was
to put Him tg deatkj;?g‘rbayy!’mted Him beeauss He had exposed their Hypocracy before the
people. They met to devise their stratogy of how to go about it. The forms of justice
would have to be gone through; and besides Jesus evidently enjoyed an immense popularity
among the stranger who filled the city. What miight not the idle crowd do if He were
arrested before their eyes? It was necessary to devise a plan so as not to bring the
wrath of the people upon them. While they were deeiding a plan they received a most
unexpexted and gratifying surprise. One of His own dixmciples appeared and offered to
betray Him for a price. :

Judas Iscariot is the byword of the human race In his Vision of Hell, Dante has plaeed
bix in the lowest of the circles of the damned, as the sole sharer with Saban himssl?

of the Very wbbgermest punishmerngt: Yet he was not such a monster of iniquity as to be
utterly beyond comprehension or even sympabhy. He had Jjoined the discipleship of Jeamms,
as the other apostles did, in the hope to taking part in a political revolution and
occupying a distinguished place in an earthly kingdom. It is inconceivable shat Jesus
would have made him an apostle if there had not at one time been some noble enthusiasm
in him, and some attachment to Himself. That he was a man of superior energy and admin-
istrative ability may be infereed from the fact that he was made the purse-bsarer of the

apostolic company. But there was a canker at the root of his character, which gradually
absorbed all that was excellent in him amd became g tyrannical passion. This was the

love of money. Preaching and healing seemed to h ste of time; the purity and unworld-
liness of Jesus irritated him; why did He not bring on the kingdom at once, and then
preach as much as He chose afterwards! At last he began to suspect that there was to

be no kingdom such as he had hoped for at all. Be felt that he had been deceived, and
began not only to déspise but even hate his Master.

The failure of Jesus to take advantage of the disposition of the people on Palm Sunday
finally convinced him that it was useless to hold on to the cause any longer. He saw
that the ship was sinking and resolved to get out of it. He carried out his resolution
in such a way as both to gratify his master-passion and secure the favor of the authori-
ties. His offer came to them just at the right moment. They closed with it greedily,
and, having arranged the price with the miserable man, sent him away to find a con-
venient opportunity for the betrayal. :

Christianity has no more precious possession than the memory of Jesus during the week
when He stood face to face with death. Unspeakably great as He always was, it may be
reverently said that He was never so great as during those days of suffering. All that
was grandest and all that was most tender, the most human and the most divine aspects
of His character, were brought out as they had never been before.

He came to Jerusalem well aware that He was about to die. For a whole year the fact
had been staring Him constantly in the face, and the long-looked-for had come at last.
He know it was His Father's will, and, when the hour arrived » He bent His steps with
determination to the fatal spot. It was not, however, without a terrible confliet of
feelings; the ebb and flow of the most diverse emotions- anguish and ecstasy, the most

prolonged and crushing depression, the most triumphant joy and the most majestic peace
swayed Him like the moods of a va;t' i i s

ocean.
In the evenings of this week He went out to Bethany; but in all probability He
most of the nights alone in the open air. He was terribly alone. The whole world was

against Him. Jerusalem panting for His 1life with passionate hate, the tens of thousands
from the provinces turned from Him in disappointment. Not one even of His apostles,

not even John, was in the least aware of the real situation or able to be the confident
of His thoughts. The cause He had inaugurated must not die. It was for the whole world,

spent



page
pe

; s to endure through all generations and visit every part of the globe. But after
H:gddzaparture it would gﬁ left in the hands of His apostles, who were now showing thom-
selves so weak, unsympabhetic and ignorant. Were they fit for the tack? Had not one of
them turned out a traitor? Would not the cause, when He was gone, so perhaps the tempter
whispered, go to wreck, and ruin and all His far-reaching plans for the regeneration
of the world vanish ldke the baseless fabriec of a vision?

Yet He# was not alone. Among the deep shodows of the gardens and upon the summits of
Olivet?#He sought the nnraiﬁng resougce of other and less troubled days, and found it
stil1l in His dire need. His Father was with Him; and, pouring out supplications with
strong erying and tears, He was heard in that He feared. He hushed His spirit with the
sense that His Father's perfect love and Wisdon were appointing all that was happening to
Him, and that He was glorfying His Father and fulfilling the work given }Him to do.

This could banish every fear, and £ill Him with a joy unspeakable and Bull of glory.

&t last the end drew very near. The Thursday evening arrived, when in every house in
Jerusalem the Passover was eaten. Jesus also with the Twelve sat down to eat it. He

knew that it was His last night on earth, and that this was His fareial ting with

His own. Happily there has been preserved to us a full account of it,". very Christian
mind is familiar. It was the greastest evening in His life. His soul overflowed in
indescribable tenderness and grandeur. Some shadows indeed fell across His spirit in

the earlier hours of the evening; but they soon passed; and throughout the evening

the washing of the disciples' feet, the eating of the Passover, the institution of the
Lord's Supper, the farewell address, and the great high-priestly prayer, the whole

glory of His character shone out. He completely resigned Himself to the genial impulses
of friendship. His love to His own flowing forth without limit; and, as if He had
forgotten all their imperfections, He rejoiced in the anticipation of their future
Successes and the triumpho’ His cause. Not a shadow intercepted His view of the face of
His Father or dimmed the satisfaction with which He looked on His own work Just about

to be completed, but the scene quickly changed a$ they rose from the table at midnight

and passed through the streets and out of the town by the eastern gate of the city,

and crossing the Kedron, reached a well-known place where He liked to pray at the foot of
Olivet, the garden of Gethsemane. Here he went through the most awful and memorable Agony.
It was the final access of the mood of depression which had been struggling all the week
with the mood of joy and trust whose culmination had been reached at the supper table.

It was the final onset of temptation, from which His 1ife had never been free.

Wait here while I pray."Jesus said quietly. The disciples were puzzled, but obediently
they looked around for a place to sit on the grass. Before Peter, James, and John could
be seated, Jesus beckoned to them. They followed Him among the old olive trees.

Jesus turned to them. "My heart is filled with grief,”" He said. "Stay here and watch."
Peter, James, and John sat down to waid. Jesus went a little farther into the olive
grove. Falling to the ground. He Pegan to pray. "Father, if there is another way, show it
to Me. But whatever happens, I want your will, not Mine, to be done." As he thought
about what would happem soon, Jesus poured out His heart to His Father. He knew that
on the Cross He would carry the sins of the whole world even though He had never commited
sin. As He prayed, sweat mingled with blood ran down His face. At last Jesus decided to
speak with Mis friends. But when He went baek to the place He had left them, He found
the three men alseep. "Wake upt" Jesus said. "Wateh and pray, so that when temptation
comes, you will not fail." Jesus knew the trial the diseciples would soon go through.

The men shook themselves awake and began to pray. Jesus went back to the place where
He had been praying and prayed again. Three times He went baek to see His disciples
but everytime He found them asleep. However, His struggle ended in a camplete victory.
While the poor disciples weresleeping away the hours of preparation for the crisis
which was at hand. He had thoroughly equipped Himself for it; He had fought down the
the last remnants of temptation; The bitterness of death was past; and He was able to
go through the scenes whiech followed with a calmness which nothing could ruffle, ard a

majesty which converted His trial and crueifixion into the pride and glory of humanity.

Dear frénds thats all the time for teday. in closing lets listen to the Sweedish singer
Viola Ortegren Meyers.
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G 2e- 2%, 17277\ MESSAGE FOR THE NEW YEAR
you
This is the last-day of ,82,and4Lhis will be my last message to on the Radio this year.
I don't know who all ha® been listening this week but I trust it has been a blessing to you.
If we have failed God this past year, we cannot go back, but we need to look to Jesus and
ask Him to help us not to fail again. If we will tmust Him he will lead us safely all the way

The apostle Paul Has a scripture for us this morning: Philippians 3:10-1k. " That I may
knkw him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death; If by any means I miglt attain unto the resurrection of
the dead. Not as though# I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus."

Verse 13 says "Forgetting those things which are behind" In order for us to be at our
best for God there are somethings we must forget: First of alfbneeagéorget injustices done
to ﬁ%ﬁLﬁggﬁ.may have been mistreated and falsely accused but just remember Jesus was too
and #6 are not geeater than $he Tord. He was wrongly accused, serverely abused and mistreatd
but he said "Father forgive them for they know not what they do." He was so busy trying to
help others that He didn't have tdme to waste trying to fight back. The religious leaders
did everything they could to find ###¢# fault with him and trick him in his words., But Jesus
went everywhere having compassion on the people and going about doing good. What a wonderful
example for us to follow. As Christian workers we have to expect persecutions. Jemms said
"All that live Godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." We all like to have all
men speak well of us but know matter how good you are there will be some people that will
give you a hard tdme, because they are led by their father the devil and his job is to
accuse the brethern day and night. Let us follow the example of Jesus who even when hanging
on the cross saved a poor thief hanging beside him. The apostle Paul had a wonderful
spirit of forgetting wrongs done to him and reaching out to the needs of others. But
some people say well I will forgive but I can't forget. Let me say this, we remember what
we dwell on in our mind. There are some things that may be hard for us to understand and
it may take some effort on our part to forget, but it can be done by Godsgrace to the
extent that it doesnt bother us any more and we don't wastetime and energy mulling over it in
our mind. The fact of the matter is we must forgive and forget if we wanfi to have a healthy
mind spirit and body. Harboring injustices and grudges brings about self destruction.

We need to forget to feel sorry for ourself. The Devil harps on this tune all the time.
Like a song we heard severl years ago, "Sing me one of those some one done WHHHASHEIHGHEY
SOMEBODY WRONG songs™. Feeling sorry for your self has wrecked more homes and Churches tham
anything I know of. Not only that but it has made the the kerson who feels sorry very

unhappy and depressed. If we will think of the needs of others more we will have less time
to pity ourselves.

We ﬁgauto forget past failures, it's true we learn by our failures, but we can also be
defeated by our failures. Many great men and women have had lots of failures but have not
not let them get them down. Thomas Edison, whil¥e working to make an electric light bufb
filiment tried a thousand different materials before he found the right substance. One
of the men who worked with him asked him why he didn't quit, he said well #### I have tried
all these things that haven't worked so now we are closer to succeding than we were when
we started. His secret for success was, lots of hard work and courage to not give up.

Some things about this past year may have seemed to you a complete loss but tommorrow
will be a new day and a new yoear

We need to forget to doubt and fear. Jesus said many times fear not. Remember if God
be for us, who can be against us. There is nothing to fear if God is on our side, and
%ﬁﬁzsog 4our side if we love and obey Him. Doubt and fear brings unbelief and unbelief
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Jersus said to his disciples, Why are ye so fearful how is it that ye have no faith.
He also said "Without faithit is impossible to please God. We can be so paralized by fear
that it is impossible to work or injoy life at all.

CLSE

Now there is someting ﬁiée paul brings out in this passage of scripture, in verse 14

he says "I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
Here he pionts out that we can't live in the past we must keep pressing on as the song
we often sing says, "I'm pressing on the upword way, new hights itm gaining every day,

still praying as I onword bound, Lord planfi my feet on higher ground. My soul has no
desire to stay, where doubts arise and fears dismay, tho@es some may dwell where these abound
My prayer my aim is higher ground. Lord 1ifit me up and let me stand, by faith on heavens
table land, a higher plain than I have found, Lord plant my feet on higher ground."

Yes there are severl ways we need to keep pressing on toword the Glory land.

(Y

We ﬁed‘to press on in greater faith, as I said before, The Bible says "Without faith it

is impossible to please Dod. Jesus said,™" According to youp,faith so be it unto you.

and "All things are possible gg-him that believeth." In 1883 ,our faith should be stronger

and better than it was in 18982 we need to keep pressing on and believe God for faith
brings the victory.

Also we need to press on in love and devotion, In the 13 ch. of I Cor. Paul writes, about
many things that will fail but he says Love never faileth. We may not have as much natural
ability as other people have, but w all can show love to God and others, Real love for
others is what has the best results in winning others to the Lord, without real love we
are sounding brass or a tinkling symble. In ordsr to have this Godly love we must spend

time in prayer and meditation with the Lord. Only God can help us to love others as we
should.

The last way I want to mention we should keep pressing on is in greater sacrifice for
the Lord and his gospel. Romans ch. 12 says we are to present our bodies a living sacrifice
wholly acceptable unto God which is ﬂour reasonable service. How much have you realy
sacrificed for the Lord this past year. 5o many people want God to do great things for them
but they never seem to realize that Gods work suffers unless they are willing to give of
their‘tﬁneﬁ%%%#i?@ﬁ talents and money for the precious gospel. God has promised that if
we would give to him he would bless us abundantly.

Lets make this the best year we have ever had by obeying God and letting him lead us
every step of the way. We know not what the future holds, but we know god holds the future.
and we know that alll things will work together for our good if we love and obey him
praise His wonderful name!

Let us pray, Dear Lord, bless eagR¥ tener today and may they find joy and satisfaction
in serving you this new year. Help'td' Iind higher hights and deeper dephth in the Lord than

they have ever know before. May this year truely be a year of victory and blessing we ask
in Jesus name Amen.






