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God Among the Birds

i i{s is Pastor R.V,»Gibbs of the Morgantown Wesleyan Church. I will be.W}th :
you Sﬁgimazgﬁniﬁ ig;ning Devotionsf*ﬁ?“&i?}erent pastors in Butler Counkty are now parth}patlng
in this program. I would like to take this oppertunity ?n.be@alf.of the ministerial assotion
to thank WL B Q for providing us this time free. I believe it gives the people of Butler .
county a chance to hear from many devoted pastors that are endevor}ng to help spread the gospe
of Jesus Christ. He is the hope of this county, the state, the Nation, and the whole world.
Without the Gospel, which means "Good news" we would not have muc@ to look ?orward to.

This is the time of year when the birds begin to sing adter a winter of s%lence. God haid
made so many different kinds. The Bible refers to LO different species of birds. Jesus sa
in Matthew 6:26 "Bhold the fowls of the ari." It is very important in the study of the Bible
to notice the many references about natural history. 593 times the Bible refered to it.

The first sound that struck the human ear may have been the sound of a bird's voice.

The raven and the dove were used kip Noah to s if the earth was dried up. 7-
When Jesus was babtised the Holy Spirit desended on Him in the form of a dove.

Isaiah was thinking of great awakenings when he says "who are these that fly as doves to their
windows 7"

David with Saul after him says: "I am hunted as a partiridge on the mountains.? and sp?aking
of his forlorn condition he says: I am like a pelican of the wilderness." Also in refering
to his loneliness he says: "I am a swallow alone on a housetop.

When Hezekiah was emaciated by sickness he compares himself to a trane, thin and wasted.
When Job had so much trouble he could not sleep nights he says: "I am a companion to owls."

Jeremiah, describing the cruelty of parents who leave their children to the ostrich who leaves

its eggs in the sand uncared for, crying: "The dauzhter of my people is become like the
ostriches of the wilderness,"

The Lord taught the children of israel a lesson in the wilderness by giving them quail for
breakfast .

The prophet in illustratint the waywordness of his people says: "The stork knoweth her
appointed time and the turtle and the crane and the swallow the time of their going, but my
people know not the judgments of the Lord." The word "stork"™ ordinarily means mercy and affection
from the fact that this bird was distinguished for its great love to its parents. It never
forsakes them, and even after they become feeble, protects and provides for them. In migrating,
the old storks lean their necks on the young storks, and when the old ones give out the young
ones carry them on their backs. God forbid that a dumb stork should have more heart than we

Blessed is that table at which an old father and mother sit! Blessed that altar at which an
old father and mother kneel}

i; Burope people believe if a stork builds its nest on their housetop that means that they
b

: will be blessed with many children. Thats where the saying came from that the storks
ing the babies. Well, anuwa

¥y the stork cares well for its old #@### and young, thats a
good example for us to follow

The prophet describing the church cries out: "Mine heritage is unto me as a speckled bird,
the birds round about are against her." So it was then; so it is now. Holiness picked at.
Consecration picked at. Usefulness picked at. A speckled bird is a peculiar bird, and ie==
arouses the beaks of the forest. The Church of God is a peculiar institution, and that es
enough to evoke attack of the world, for it is a speckled bird to be picked at. Christ intended
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her, but they cannot rob her of a single plume. Like the albagross, she can sleep on the
bosom of a tempest. She has gone through the fires of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace.and not got
burned, through the waters of the Red Sea and not been drowned, through the shipwreck on the
breakers of Melita and not been lost. Let all earth and hell try to hunt down thes speckled
bird, but the gates of hell shall not prevail against her." Praise God!

God compares his treatment of his people to the eagle's care of the eaglets. Deut. ?2:11;

"As an eagle sfirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh
them, beareth them on her wings, so the Lord alone did lead him. " The old eagle first shoves
the young one out of the nest in order to make it fly, and then talkes it on her back and
flies with it, and shakes it off in the air, and if it seem like falling, quickly flies under
it and takes it on her wing again. So God does with us. Disaster, failure in business, disa-
ppointment, bereavement, are only God's way of shaking us out of our comfortable nest in order
that we may learn how to fly. You niver will learn to fly in that comfortable nest. Like an
eagle, Christ has carried us on his back. At times we have been shaken off, and when we were
about to fall he came under us again and brought us out of the gloomy valley to the sunny
mountain. Never an eagle brooded with such love and care over her young as God's wings have
been over. ur. Across what oceans of trouble we have gone in safety upon the Alvighty wings.

It was thought in ancient times that an eagle could not only molt his feathers in old age,
but that after arriving to great age he would renew his strength and become entirely young
again. To this Isaiah refers when he says: "They that wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles." Even so the Christian in old age will
renew his spiritual strength. He shall be young spirit and enthusiasm for Christ; and as the

body fails, the soul will grow till at death it will spring up like a gladdened child into
the arms of God.

In refering to the brevityn of life Job says: "Swift as an egle that hasteth to its prey."

The eagle goes like a thunderbolt for speed and power when it sights its prey, So fly our
days.

Jesus said, as a hen gathers her chicks under wings, so he wants to gather us. When danger
comes, such asahauk flying over hezd. the mother hen gives a funny little sound and the little
chickens come running and she spreads her wings over them. the little chicks sometimes peak

out but if they are wise they will stay until all danger is past. If we want safety we must
stay close to Jesus.

Twenty times the Bible refers to birds nests in showing the wonderous care of God for His peopla

Over fifty times does the old Book allude to the wing, "Wings of a dove," Wings of the
morning Wings of the wind," "Sun of righteousness with healing in his wings," "Wings of the

Almighty," What does it all mean? That man should go upword. We must get ready for our flight.
from this earth to glo:ygy
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This is Pastor Ransom Gibbs of the Morgantown Wesleyan Church coming to you this Friday
with the last message for this week. I certainly hope and pray that some of you listening have
received some good from the messages.

This morning I am reading a verse from Isaiah, 40:22; "It is he that sitteth upon the
circle of the earth." While yet people thought that the world was flat, -esd thousands of
years before they found out that it was round. Isaiah, in my tesxt intimated the sahpe of it,

God sitting upon the circle of the earth. The most beautiful figure in all geometry is the circle.
God made the universe on the plan of a circle. 8

There are in the natural world straight lines, angles, parallelograms, diagonals, quadrangles;
but these evidently are not God's favorites. Almost everywhere where you find His work you
find the circle dominant, and if not the circle, then the curve, which is a circle that died
young! An ellipse is a circle pressed only a little too hard at the sides.

Tt is he that sitteth on the cirkle of the earth. The stars in the great circle of thel§ galaxs
the moon in a circle, the sun in a circle, the universe in a circle, Haleys Comet in a grea
illiptal circle coming back around every 77 years. Nothing in space seems to be traveling in
a triangle or a rectangle or a straight line but in circles, with best of all, God's throne
in the centre of it all.

The history of the world goes in a circle. If the world stands long enough, we may have
a city as large as they had in old times. Babylon, five times the size of London. Years ago
you could go into the potteries in England, andéggﬁffind them making cups &nd vases after the
style of the cups and vases exhumed from Ponpeii. The world is not going back. Oh, no! but it is
swinging in a cirkle, and-will come around-to the styles—of pottery known so-long-ago-as the
days—of Pompeiil The werld must—keep-on progressing until it makes the complete circuit.

Styles of dress even make a circuit. I have told my wife if I keep my clothes long enough they
will come back in style again.

I would like to call your attention to another way a circle is formed, in the moral and
spiritual part of life. I want to show you that we ourselves start the circle of good or bad
actions, and that it will surely come around again to us unless by divine intervention it be
hindered. Those bad or good actions may make the circuit of many years; but come back to us
they w as certainly as that god sits on the circle of the earth.

Jezehel, the worst woman of the Bible. Slew Naboth because $he wanted his vineyard. While
the dogs were eating the Bodif of Naboth, Elijah the prophet put down his compass, and marked
a circle from those dogs clehr round to the dogs that should eat the body of Jezebel the
murderess. "Impossiblel" the people said; "that will never happen.”™ Who is that being flung
out of the palace window? Jezebel. A few hours after they came around, hoping to bury her.

They find only the palms of the hands and the skull. The dogs that devoured Jezebel and the
dogs that devoured Naboth. Ohnf what a swift, what an awful circuit!

Now here is a better circuit, You resolve théi,Y§E;Will do what good you can. In one week
you put a word of counswl in the heart of a S%ﬁ%ﬁfﬁa chiool child. During that same week you
make an exhortation in a praper-meeting. It is aldl gone ; you will never hear of it perhaps,
you think. A few years after! a man comes up to you and says: "You don’t know me, do you?"

You say: "No, I don't remember ever to have seen you." "Why." he says, "I was in theiﬁdﬁmﬂﬂﬁglmgﬁ
School class over which you were the teacher; one Sunday you invited me to Christ; I accepted the
offer. You see that church over there? "Yes." you say. He says: "That is where I preach."

Or he invites you to his home and he intruduces you to his fine Christian wife and three fine
children that make up a lovely Christian family.

Or a man comes to you and sayg "I want to intruduce myself to you. I went into a prayer-
meeting some years ago: I sat back by the door; and you arose to make an exhortation; that
talk changed the course of my life, and if I ever get to heaven, under God I will owe my salvatio
to you. " In only ten, twenty, or thirty years, the circle swept out and swept back again to
your own grateful heart.

But what is true of the good is just as true of the bad. You utter a slander against your
neighbor. Tt has gone forth from your teeth; it will never come back, you think. You have done
the man all the michief you can . You rejoice to see him wince. You say. "Didn't I give it to
him! That word has gone out, that slanderous word, on its poisonous and blasted way. you think
it will never do you any harm. But I am watching that word, and I see it beginning to curve
and it curves around, and it is aiming at your heart. You had better dodge it. You cannot dodge

it. The Bible says, "With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again."




A gentleman passing along the : =- saw a son dragging his father into the street by the
hair of the head. The gentleman, autraged at this brutal conduct, was about to punish the offende:
when the old man arose and said:"Don't hurt him; it's all right; forty years ago this morning
I dragged out my father by the hair of his head!" It is a circle. )

From the far north I heard it was a coétom that when a parent géd real old they would put
him on a sled and pull him out a long ways from home and leave him to freeze to death. One
day a boy saw his Father loading his grandfather on a sled and asked to go with him. When they
arrived at the place where the boys father had decided to leave his grandfather. The father
turned to go back home but the boy stald&»The Father told him to comFon but he said to his
Father, "I want the sled," The father Said, "son, why do you want the sled," He replied,

"Well Dad, I will need It when you get old, so I can pull you out here.

The circle turns quickly, very quickly. Ch, what a stupendous thought that the good and
the evil we start come back to us! Do you know that the judgment day will qigonly the points
at which the circles join, the good and the bad we have done coming back to unless divine inter-
vention hinder - coming back to us with welcome of delight or curse of condemnation?

Oh, I would like to see Paul at the moment when his influence comes to full orb. No one
can tell the wide sweep of the circle of his influence, down through the centuries, save the
One who is seated on the circle of the earth.

I should not like to see the countenance of fdolf Hitler when he faces almighty God for
the murder of millions of Jews and others.

We must not make the mistake of thinking that this circle stops with this life; it rolls on
through heaven. John says: "I heard the voices of many angels round about the throne, #Hd#/Hk#
Again he says; "There was a rainbow round about the throne." Heaven an amphitheatre of glom.

You and I today are in orbit around something. It is the good or the bad. You might th
if you are in a bad orbit that nothiné”gﬂénge the circle you are in. But the God who is seated
on the circle of the earth and seated on the circle of the heaven can canpgge your orbit and
you will be in orbit aroung thaﬁ“gffworth everything. The plan and the will of God.
Let us pray, Dear Lord of heaven and earth, we ask today that those who are listening tedey
may realize that they are in a great circle, May they examine themselves and may the Holy Spirit
show them if they are not in the right circle and may they look to you for help. and be
willing to let you guide them in the right path. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.






