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FAMILY BLESSINGS
A sermon by Rev. R. V. Gibbs, Pastor in Morgantown, Kentucky

Today I would like to speak to you about family blessings. The scripture lesson is found
ir, Psalm 128; "Blessed is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For
thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee
Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like oléve .
plants round about thy:rtable. Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the
~ord. The Lord shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Ferusalem all
the days of thy life. Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel."

Of a)l the things that God has intrusted us with, the most valuable of all is the buildin
of a christian home. A howe where love is mutual between husband and wife and God is given
first place in all decisions that are made. A home where children ari considered a sacre{;l)r,.
trust that God has given us. A

In these days when the musdering of children by abortion is considered a mothers right.
¥e need to realize that the caring and rearing of children is a sacred trust and that God's
blessings will frow to the mother and father that will honor the principles given them in
His Holy Word. .

The future of the world lies in the hands of the mothers and fathers of today. If we as
parents live for God and righteousness God will bless us. Psalm 127 says, "Except the Lord
build the house they:labour in vain that build it...."Lo, children are an heritage of the
Lord, and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man;
s8¢0 are children of the youth. :

There is at the marriage altar when vows are exchanged and sacred trusts are made a
peculiar loveliness and radient light upon the countenance of two lives united together that
helps us to realize anew that God is love and he wants to bless the family and home. Also
in my own experience when the first child was born, there was .a renewed love my wife and T
had for each other as we held in our arms the new life God had given us. This was true also
when each one of our four children were born. When our last child was born my wife was in
danger and I spent a sleepless night. In the morning light I thanked God that he had spared
her 1ife and -given us another child to bless our home.

. Jesus warned against despising children in Matthew 18:10, "Take heed that ye despise not
one of these little ones; for I say unto you, that in heaven their angels do always behold
the face of my Father which is in heaven." I have a picture at home of a beautiful angel
watching over a sleeping child. There is another picture I have seen of two children, a boy
~and a girl crossing a deep canyon on a little foot bridge, the bridge is old and some of the
boards are gone. It is getting dark and the children are going hand in hand accross, seem-
ingly unaware of the danger, but just above them is a guardian angel to guide them safely
accross. The scripture I just read says beware that you despise not one of these little one.
If God is so concerned about their welfare that he d:legates angels to watch over them, just
think how blessed we are for God to place them in our hands, what a sacred trust. How we
should be careful te fulfill our mission to teach them in right ways. Proverbs 22:6 says
"Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it."

Jesus warned against turning a child away from God. Matthew 18:6. "But whoso shall affend
one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a millstone were

hanged about his neck,;and that he were drowned in the depth of the sea.”

We as parents have the respongebility of providing for the needs of our children;
physicglly, mentally, and spiritualy. We can provide for them the guidance and instruction to
make them a success or a failure; happiness or misery; heaven or hell. What a blessed
privilage we enjoy of rearing our children in the ways of Godliness and holiness.
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The ucripture lesson says, you will be blessed. Proverbs 17:6 says, "Children's children
are the crown of old men, and the glory.of children are their fathees." A christian father
and mother are honored by their children, and the grandchildren are the delight of the grand-
parents.

God's way is a blessed way, God's way is the right way. If we take His way our children
and our grandchildren will rise up and call us bledsed, but if we fail to wal& in Cod's way
there will be a day when our children will curse us; As Joshua said to the children of Israel
I set before you a blessing or a curse. If you follow God blessing will come, if you follow
not God's way cursing will come. This basic principle still holds true today. Which way will
you take?

Isaiah prophsied of Jesus. 40:11. "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, he shall gathe
the lamiis with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are .
with young.!" Here we see the picture of Jesus love for the family. May we as parents realize
the love and tender care Jesus has for us and our children. If we will heed his call, listen
to his voice and follow him, he will lead our family along the uneven journey of life to s

home in heaven where we can be as my mother used to pray, "An unbroken family around his ~™
throne.™

Y
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After your heart is hushed and still,
After the death=dews, danp and ehill,

Over your frame of mortality thrill,
Careless soul, what then?

Wfter your heart is hushed and still,
Careless soul, what then?

After the trumpet's awful blast,
After the judgment shall be past,
When you have come to your doom at last,
Poor, lost soul, what then?
When you have come to your doom at last,
Poor, lost soul, what then?

Let us pray, Dear Lord we look to you in behalf of everyone that is listening
today, If there is one soul that is not ready to meet you, we pray right now they will
heed your call and seek you with all their heart and be saved for we know your word is
true, and we are glad you have said Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.
We know that now is the accepted time and today is the day of salvation. In Jesus
name we pray, Amen.
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